I Want to Be an Engineer Lesson Plan
YouTube recording: I Want to Be an Engineer by Laura Driscoll 

Book: I Want to Be an Engineer
Author: Laura Driscoll
 
About This Book
I never knew that there were so many different ways to be an engineer. When my big brother goes to school for engineering, I learn that there are engineers who build buildings and design big rockets. Did you know that there are other kinds of engineers too? There are environmental engineers, plumbing engineers, robotic engineers—and many more! Maybe I’ll be an engineer, too? 
 
Before Reading (5 minutes)
 1.  Ask students to:
Sit “criss-cross”
Hands in lap
Eyes on you
Please raise hand to speak

2.  Introduce yourself (your name, favorite childhood book).

3. Show the cover.
Say: “This story is called I Want to Be an Engineer. The author is Laura Driscoll. She wrote the words.Catalina Echeverri is the illustrator and she drew the pictures.”
Ask: “Who usually wears yellow hard hats?”
     	“What are the two people looking at?”
    	(Have students whisper to a partner. Count down from 5 to bring them back together.)
 
Vocabulary Routine (5 minutes total – do before reading)
 General Directions for Each Word:
1. Say the word, students repeat.
2. Provide a concise definition.
3. Connect to the story - how it appears in I Want to Be an Engineer.
4. Give examples/non-examples.
5. Ask a yes/no or either/or check for understanding.

Words for This Story
1. Design
●     Say: Say the word: design. (Students repeat.)
●     Definition: Design means to plan how something will look or work before making it. 
●     Connect: The story shows how engineers think about, design, and plan the things they want to build or improve.  
●     Example: The children designed a robot that can move. (Yes.) The children randomly knocked blocks over without making a plan. (No.)
2. Solve
●     Say: Say the word: solve. (Students repeat.)
●     Definition: Solve means to figure out how to fix a problem or find an answer. 
●     Connect: Engineers solve problems by thinking, testing ideas, and trying different solutions. 
●     Example: The engineer solved the problem by building a stronger bridge. (Yes.) The engineer ignored the broken bridge and didn’t try to fix it.  (No.)
3. Structure
●     Say: Say the word: structure. (Students repeat.)
●     Definition: Structure means something that is built, such as a building, bridge, or tower. . 
●     Connect: The story introduces structures that engineers help design and build. 
●     Example: A puddle of water is a structure. (No.) The engineer helped design a strong structure for the new building. (Yes.)
Read the Story (10 minutes)
●    Read clearly with expression.
●     Pause for three short questions. Remind students to raise their hand to answer.
 1. Stop after the story first introduces what an engineer does.
What do you think an engineer does? What kinds of things might an engineer make or fix?
2. Stop when the story gives examples of things engineers design or build.
 What problem is this engineer trying to solve? How might their idea help people?
 3. Stop near the end, when the story discusses the different kinds of engineers or engineering work.
Are all engineers doing the same kind of work? What are some different things engineers can design or build?
 .
After Reading (5 minutes)
Ask:
1. What is an engineer? What does an engineer do?
2. What are some things engineers can design, build, invent, or solve?
3. If you could be an engineer, what would you design or invent? What problem would it solve?
Closing (2 minutes)
Say: Engineers use creativity, math, science, and problem-solving to design and build things that help people and make the world work better. There are many different kinds of engineers, and anyone who likes asking questions, solving problems, and creating things can explore engineering. 

