What If You Had Animal Hair Lesson Plan
YouTube recording: What If You Had Animal Hair by Sandra Markle 

Book: What If You Had Animal Hair
Author: Sandra Markle

About This Book
This is a nonfiction book about the types of hair that a variety of animals have. The book explains the hair on the animal and what it would be like for a child to have the same hair. This book we will only read about a third of it, due to its length, so watch for pages to read below. 
 
Before Reading (5 minutes)
 1.  Ask students to:
Sit “criss-cross”
Hands in lap
Eyes on you
Please raise hand to speak

2.  Introduce yourself (your name, favorite childhood book).

3. Show the cover.
Say: “This story is called What If You Had Animal Hair. The author is Sandra Markle. She wrote the words. The illustrator is Howard McWilliam and he made the pictures.”  
Say: “This book has photographs of real animals and cartoons of the kids with each animal’s hair!
Ask: “Thumbs up if you wish you could do your hair like the girl on the cover!”
   
Vocabulary Routine (5 minutes total – do before reading)
 General Directions for Each Word:
1. Say the word, students repeat.
2. Provide a concise definition.
3. Connect to the story - how it appears in What If You Had Animal Hair?.
4. Give examples/non-examples.
5. Ask a yes/no or either/or check for understanding.

Words for This Story
1. Stiff
●     Say: Say the word: stiff. (Students repeat.)
●     Definition: Stiff means hard and tough. It does not bend easily.
●     Connect: An animal with stiff fur may feel rough or hard like a little brush instead of smooth. 
●     Example: The fluffy teddy bear had stiff fur. (No.) The dog’s rough hair was stiff when I pet him. (Yes.)
2. Hollow
●     Say: Say the word: hollow. (Students repeat.)
●     Definition: Hollow means empty inside, like a long tube or straw with space in the middle.
●     Connect: The soft center of an animal’s hair has a hollow, empty tube inside.
●     Example: The bear’s winter coat has hollow hairs that trap air to keep him warm. (Yes.) The hollow rock was heavy and filled with stone. (No.)
3. Distinctive
●     Say: Say the word: distinctive. (Students repeat.)
●     Definition: Distinctive means that it looks special or different. 
●     Connect: When an animal is distinctive, it is easy to find in a group or looks different than the rest.
●     Example: The zebra’s distinctive coat makes it stand out in the group of black horses. (Yes.) The brown dog has a distinctive coat. (No.) 
Read the Story (10 minutes)
●     Read clearly with expression. Since this book is long, you may want to only read pages 4-7, 10-13, 16-17, 26-29
●     Pause for three short questions. Remind students to raise their hand to answer.
1.    After reading about the reindeer (page 6):
  “What about the reindeer’s hair helps keep them warm?” It is hollow and traps air. 

2.    After reading about the oryx (page 10):
  “What distinctive marking do you see on the oryx in the picture?” The brown marks on its face and eyes.

3.    After reading about the three-toed sloth (page 16):
  “Would you be able to stay still long enough for plants to grow on you?” No :).

After Reading (5 minutes)
· Ask: What kind of animal hair would you like? Put a thumb up if you had a favorite hair style from the book.  
· Hold up the book so students can see the back cover with all the animals from the book.
· Say: “Whisper to your neighbor which animal’s hairstyle you liked the best.”  
If time allows, you can have a few students share their answers with the whole group. 

Closing (2 minutes)
Say: “You learned about several different animals in this book, but we didn’t get to read about all of them.  You will each get a copy of this book to keep at home. Read the whole book so you can learn cool things about even more animals!”

